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really to understand this idea, it would be necessary
to make a separate and complete study of it, as it is
found in all the different parts of India. But in the
meantime, it is fairly certain that in its most elaborate
form, it made its advent into these mountains before
the era of Satya-Narayana, and it is worth while also
to note the relationship of its great centres to the
Tibetan road. Two of these are Gopeswara near
Chamdi and Devi Dhura above Kathgodam.

The impulse of Devi-worship seems to have been
synthetising. It attached itself to that cult of Siva
which was already accepted and carrying with it the
pre-historic Ganesha, established a holy family. No
one who has heard the tale of the headless Ganesha,
below Kedar Nath, can fall to recognise the fact that
this god had already had a history, before being
established as the son of Siva and Parbatty. The
frequency of his images is one of the surest marks of
age, in a Siva-shrine, and his medallion over the door
of the chaitya-shaped building that covers the spring
at Bhethu Chatty, marks out that structure, as surely
as its Buddhistic form, as the oldest of the buildings
in the neighbourhood.

Before any of these developments, came the
Buddhistic missionaries, who, from the time of the
great Nirvana, carried the Gospel to the Himawanta.
Of this phase of history, little or no trace remains >
save in the chaitya-form of the shrine of the Mother
at Gopeswara, the spring-cover at Bhethu Chatty, and
the temple of the nine forms of Devi at Joshi Math,